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Registered Nurse Operating Room at Childrens Mercy Hospital
Kansas City, Missouri, United StatesHospital & Health Care
Previous positions
RN, Renal, Metabolic, Transplant unit at Research Medical Center, Kansas City, MO
Education
Rockhurst University, MSN, Master of Science, Nursing 2014, Nurse Executive Practice/ Healthcare Leadership track

Background

Summary
Master’s prepared, certified perioperative nurse with goal to improve surgical patient safety, care quality, and compliance with evidence-based interventions to ensure patient optimal outcomes throughout the continuum of care. Emphasis on multidisciplinary collaboration and coordination with providers, and health education for patients and families to promote quality patient care by the team. Able to identify needs and serve as patient advocate with providers, evaluate patient outcomes at end of surgical continuum.

Initiated successful trial of latex-free surgical "indicator" gloves to protect surgeons and other personnel concerned about latex sensitivity, as well as patients with latex allergies; product in use since 2012. Proposed use of additional communication and tracking for trauma patients with intentionally retained surgical items during continuum of care, a method to prevent unintended retention of foreign bodies (Joint Commission's most investigated sentinel event of 2014, 2015, 2016). Protocol now incorporated into surgical count policy.

Experience
Registered Nurse Operating Room
Children's Mercy Hospital
April 2016 – Present(3 years 7 months)Kansas City, MO


Children’s Mercy Hospital (Kansas City), a pediatric Level I Trauma hospital. Circulate all non-cardiovascular services. Member OR Nursing Staff Development and Education committee, planning education programs, equipment in-services. Annual competencies “Super User”, educating staff of recent changes to instrument sterilization processes and documentation. Member multidisciplinary Surgical Site Improvement Committee. Attended initial training of LEAN awareness being implemented in hospital.

Staff Nurse, Operating Room
University of Kansas Hospital
March 2007 – Present(12 years 8 months)Kansas City, Missouri Area


University of Kansas Hospital, Kansas City, KS. Perioperative Nurse, Main OR. Circulate urology, ENT, orthopedic trauma, organ transplants and procurements; circulate and scrub nurse in plastic surgery and burn, general and neurosurgery. Over eight years working evenings, weekends. Experience in scheduled and trauma cases involving multiple services, procedures. Cross-trained as liaison, providing family updates on surgical patients in intra-op and post-op. (PRN, April 2016-present.)
• Co-Chair, Hospital Nursing Peer Review, 2015 – 2016. Collaborate with nurses across hospital and Risk Management to evaluate incident reports; review charts, interview providers involved, present to committee. Serve on Leadership Committee to determine which incidents require investigation. Member of larger Perioperative and Procedural Peer Review committee 2012 – 2015.
• OR Practice Council, 2012, 2014 – 2015. Propose, advocate best practices based on national guidelines and hospital policies. Suggested protocol to track intentionally retained surgical items (IRSI), prevent accidental retention; worked with council to develop form for patient chart to communicate to all caregivers. Result was protocol incorporated in surgical count policy, 2015; and adapted for KU's EPIC charting, 2016.
• Quality Safety Investigator, 2011 – 2012, 2014. Hospital-wide unit-based quality improvement program. Initiated trial of latex-free under-gloves, with positive evaluations by surgeons, residents, nursing staff. Approved by Perioperative Business Manager; result is safer environment for staff, patients with latex-sensitivity (2011).
• Hospital Nursing Literature Review abstract writer. Topics: Perioperative communication; Protocols for colorectal surgery SSI reduction; Intentionally Retained Surgical Item tracking protocol.
• Chapter delegate, Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) Conference (2012, 2014, 2016, 2018).


RN, Renal, Metabolic, Transplant unit
Research Medical Center, Kansas City, MO
2006 – 2007


Collaborative efforts with wound care professional, diabetes educator, physicians to clarify patient needs and education for chronic conditions and post-op, including written resources at discharge, return demonstration where possible. Responsibilities included patient assessment, monitoring and care, medication administration, wound care, patient/family education to prepare for discharge.

Education
Rockhurst University
MSN, Master of Science, Nursing 2014, Nurse Executive Practice/ Healthcare Leadership track
2008 – 2014

Rockhurst University
Emphasis on Quality and Patient Safety. One semester of clinicals spent with Executive Director of Quality and Patient Safety for a health system in Kansas City; one semester with Vice President/ Chief Nursing Officer of an independent community hospital. Major projects included assessment and plan for improvement of Sepsis Screening rates in Emergency Department, and plan for performance improvement in Patient Falls. Research projects included review of literature surrounding disease outbreak in hospitals (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome in 2003) and its psychosocial impact on staff; and possible Human Resource plan for employee training, protection and prevention of spread during epidemic in order to maintain maximum possible staffing in hospital.

Activities and Societies
Sigma Theta Tau (Upsilon Tau chapter), Honor Society of Nursing

Park University
2013 – 2013

Park University
Park University class, “Quality Improvement and Outcomes Assessment in Healthcare Settings,” spring 2013.

Research College of Nursing
BSN, nursing
Publications
Human Resource Considerations of a Hospital Pandemic Policy (poster presentation)
University of Kansas Hospital annual Research Nursing Symposium
August 2013
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Certifications
Certified Nurse, Operating Room (CNOR)
Competency & Credentialling Institute, License Certification #1635897
December 2011

Leading Healthcare Quality and Safety
Coursera Course Certificates, License A69CXRL3H96V
July 2016

Instructional Methods in Health Professions Education
Coursera, License NMKNBF7YE69M
April 2017
